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The Babe 
in The 
Manger 


OD knows whether on this 

Christmas Day in the year of 
our Lord 1940, the prayer of the 
Pope that there shall be a time of 
truce—“ either spontaneously or 
by a mutual accord ”"—will have 
prevailed. The mutual accord has 
been rejected in advance by our states- 
men; but the spontaneous truce might 
happen. And that would be by far 
the better thing—an instinctive up- 
surge of the human heart of man 
against his enslavement to the diaboli- 
eal necessity of mutual butchery. We 
are deeply grateful to His Holiness for 
letting loose that word “spontaneous.” 


Let men for this one holy day ignore 
their earthly masters and obey their 
heavenly one. Amen. 

So Christ would be born again—in 
that eternal rebirth of which the mys- 
tics speak—in the hearts and souls of 
men, Without that rebirth Christmas 
1s, at best, a kindly pagan festival. 
At best, indeed! Hardly have I written 
the words than I am pierced with the 
sense of their bitter mockery. How 
far, how infinitely far, are we today 
below the level of a kindly, pagan fes- 
tival. The pagans would look upon 
massed and mechanical fratricide as a 
hideous and unholy thing; while to us, 
as we are, a kindly pagan festival 
would be an earthly paradise. 

Yet I am sure that millions on 
millions of our inarticulate fellow-men 
feel the degradation of our human 
condition as bitterly as we pacifists, 
and have as burning a desire to 
escape from it. Somehow we must 
speak to these, and for these. And at 
this moment it seems to me that we 
shall not be able to speak for them, 
and for them, unless Christ is re-born 
in our hearts, and our souls are as the 
mangers where the new-born babe is 
aid. 

This—although it is the mystery of 
nysteries—is an utterly simple thing. 
The rebirth of Christ in the human 
heart does not require an apparatus of 
ritual and dogma for its accomplish- 
ment. We have only to think of him, 
of all he taught and all he endured, 
because he believed in us, because he 
believed we were capable of respond- 
ing to what he thought us, to experi- 
ence that our stubborn hearts grow 
tender with love of him. As the birth 
of Christ was the birth of a new ten- 
derness in the human ruce, so the 
eternal rebirth of Christ is the birth 
of a new tenderness in the individual 
human soul. 

Then, it is true, the horror of the 
iron necessity that holds us all be- 
comes for «a moment a naked agony. 
But it passes: and a new charity takes 
possession of us. We seem to see, 
more Clearly than before, that it is 
not that human hearts grow colder or 
more, Steely, but that humanity has 
lost Its way. 

And no wonder! In this new world 
where man has become the master of 
vast mechanical powers, of astonish- 
ing inventions year by year, day by 
day, whereby nature was brought into 


‘ection to him—in this new 
Pee world, which is the more 
strange because we think ourselves 


‘yiue with it—there was no beaten 
fant man to follow. At the edge 
or this new-found land the trodden 
highway of centuries abruptly ended. 
The ald morality that had been suffi- 
cient w23 sufficient no longer. The 
behaviour that used to bring prosper- 
ity, now brought ruin; the way of life 
turned into the way of death. 
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The Price of Peace 


We had sought for peace, but did not know or would not face the 


price which must be paid for having it 
to make it 


We tried to keep peace rather than 


Let us pray that He will use us, if it be His will, as the means 


through which the domination of force 
set free to build a new way of life. 

That He will teach us what 
willing to pay that cost. 


and falsehood is broken and mankind 


it costs to be so used, and make us 


from The Firat Year of War: A Review and Rededication, 


issued by St. 


T this Christmas season, in 
which incongruous mess- 


ages of peace and good 
will are being exchanged by a 
world of warring nations, it is 
peculiarly relevant for pacifists 
to inquire just why so little ex- 
ists of either. Our investigation 
should, however, begin with a 
word of warning. 


As readers of Peace News and per- 
sons who still endeavour to work for 
peace by the comparatively few meth- 
ods still allowed us, we may perhaps 
feel that we are entitled to make this 
inquiry from a detached and super- 
ior point of view. If we start with 
such an assumption, the attempt will 
land us in Limbo, for the first essen- 
tial of our investigation is the aban- 
donment of self-righteousness. 


The peace movement is part of the 
general failure in which the Europe 
of today finds itself involved. We are 
ull members one of another, and nev- 
er more so than in times of political 
calamity. Had the peace movement 
of the past two decades been more 
vigorous and more effective, it might 


Paul’s Cathedral 


have prevented or at least mitigated 
the enormity of the present disaster. 
With the rest of our countrymen we 
cannot acquit ourselves of failure to 
pay, with sufficient intelligence and 
self-sacrifice, the price of peace. 


CONDITIONS OF PEACE 


What is that price? It is dictated 
by one simple but apparently almost 
unattainable human quality—the 
readiness to admit that we may have 
been wrong before we begin to blame 
other people. Everything on which 
the making of peace depends—the 
willingness to offer sacrifices before 
we demand them, the ability to see 
an enemy’s point of view as well as 
to express our own, the capacity for 
recognizing the degree to which we 
have made him suffer instead of 
merely broadcasting the measure of 
our own anguish—fiows from the ex- 
tent to which the recalcitrant human 
nature is able to say: “I have sinned 
against heaven and before Thee, and 
am no more worthy to be called Thy 
son.” 

It often seems to me strange that, 
in view of the schools of which they 
are the products, our statesmen in 
particular seem so singularly to lack 


CHRIST and ANTI-CHRIST 


Drawn by RICHARD MURRY 


Now there is no escape from the 
ruin and the death but by the birth 
of a new tenderness: of heart and 
hand, of mind and __ imagination. 
Where that is accomplished, Christ 
18 re-born even though his name is 
never spoken. In the strength of his 
Peace which passes understanding let 
us Preach the peace of understanding, 
which is also his peace. Peace on 
earth to men of good will! 


JOHN MIDDLETON MURRY 


£10 A Week 


HANK you, friends! The £1,008 

mark was passed a week ago. Dur- 

ing the week we have received £62 
13s 3d for the Fighting Fond, making 
the toial £1044 15a 2d. Since it is 26 
weeks since the new Fund was opened, 
on June 7 last, the average rate of con- 
tribution has been £40 a week. It fs an 
inspiring response. I¢ this rate is 
maintained thromgh the coming year, 
aa I feel sure it will be, we shall have 
broken the back of our task—to build 
a printing press for the new society. 
Once again, thanks!—The Editor. 
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this saving grace of honest humility. 
We are apt to laugh at undue rever- 
ence for “the old school tie,” but— 
full of shortcomings as the public 
school system may be—there is one 
valuable principle which is the 
essence of its quality. A public school- 
boy must never be a “sneak”; he must 
not betray the known offence of an- 
other, but must always “own up” if 
he himself is in the wrong. Any- 
thing else is not “cricket.” 

It is odd how many old Etonians 
and others appear to act in a sense 
precisely contrary to this principle 
the moment that they attain political 
office. The game played by our Prime 
Ministers, Foreign Secretaries, Lord 
Privy Seals, and other guardians of 
the national conscience might be des- 
cribed as chess, bridge, diabolo, or 
any other complicated game of skill. 
It certainly is not “cricket” in the 
simple public school sense of the 
word. 


“HE” MUST REPENT FIRST 


Over and over again, since the war 
began, I have been present at confer- 
ences, both public and private, held 
to discuss the possible terms and con- 
ditions of a negotiated peace. These 
conferences have been attended” not 
by reactionary diehards, but by en- 
lightened churchmen and liberal poli- 
ticians who deplore the war and real- 
ly desire to see it come to an end. 

Yet invariably such gatherings 
have produced a majority of speakers 
who state that the very question of 
negotiation cannot be considered 
while Hitler is in power. If, it is 
sometimes added, Herr Hitler were 
prepared—as of course he would not 
be—to make every concession that we 
demanded, to restore unconditionally 
Poland, Czechoslovakia, Norway, and 
the rest, to acknowledge himself 
wholly in the wrong and publicly re- 
pent of the evil he has done, then we 
might perhaps consider negotiation, 
but on no other terms. 

Speeches of this type seldom con- 
tain a word about any contribution to 
the sum-total of sacrifice that we our- 
selves might make, or the remotest 
historical realization that—just as 
our prompt entry into the race for 
empire did much to bring about the 
last war—so our treatment of the 
Weimar Republic caused the rise of 
Nazidom and the present conflict. 

Yet it was not a pacifist, but Gen- 
eral Sir Ian Hamilton, who exclaimed 
in 1919: “Fatal Versailles! Not a line, 
not one line in your Treaty, to show 
that those boys, our friends who were 
dead, had been any better than the 
emperors; not one line to stand for 
the kindliness of England; not a word 
to bring back some memory of the 
generosity of her sons.” 


THE CHRISTIAN WAY 


If ever we are to achieve any con- 
structive results, the attitude of these 
worthy condition-makers is precisely 
the fashion in which the question of 
negotiation should not be approach- 
ed. 

This is a Christian country, and 
though, like other Christian countries, 
it is behaving in a very unchristian 
fashion, Christianity is still its official 
religion, and Bishops, Members of 
Parliament, and other politicians pre- 
sumably accept the statement that 
“The Church’s one foundation is Jesus 
Christ her Lord.” Now whether or 
not we believe that Christ would have 
been an opponent of war in all cir- 
cumstances, his teaching on the ‘sub- 
ject of negotiation is quite unequivoe- 


(Continued on page 2) . 


PEACE 


HE ABC of true Christianity is something over which the 
world still stumbles, something it still rejects, something it 


still refuses to believe in. 


Christ himself spoke of it as a 


stone, on which, if a man fell, he would be broken; which, 

if it fell on him, would grind him to powder; a stone which the 

builders of the world had rejected, but which was destined to 
become the headstone of the corner. 

And what we need, and mostly lack as Christians, is belief 

that that stone will become the headstone of the corner, not in the 


next world, but in this. 


It was man’s power to appre- 
hend that there was in life some- 
thing undiscovered and unknown 
which started him on his long 
search for God, and on devising 
that which should the better re- 
late him to the God of his con- 
ception—a religion. 


True religion has been well and 
exactly, though a little coldly, defined 
as “right relation to Reality.” What 
is most real behind the appearance of 
things, that it is with which, for true 
religion, man needs to be in right rela- 
tion. And so, if the ultimate reality 
be a God of wrath and vengeance, 
man’s religion and conduct will take 
shape accordingly; and wrath and ven- 
geance will be the key for the solution 
of life’s problems; he will, if he is truly 
religious, reflect the character of his 
God, and wrath and vengeance will] be- 
como his practical politics. 


But if he comes to conceive that the 
ultimate Reality is Love, and that God 
is Love, then it follows of necessity 
that Love is the key for the solution 
of life’s problems; and Love, put into 
practice here on earth, will become 
man’s practical politics. Otherwise he 
is false to his religion—no longer in 
right relation to Reality. 


* 


RELIGION sprang out of man’s 

apprehension of the unknown, and 
took form according to man’s interpre- 
tation of it; and the interpretation he 
gave to it was anthropomorphic—he 
first scaled his God to his own notion 
of what stood for power, and then 


Vera Brittain 
(Continued from page I) 


al. It is: “Agree with thine adversary 
quickly, whiles thou art in the way 
with him.” 


_Christ did not qualify this instruc- 
tion, even in the fashion that the few 
who are genuinely prepared to accept 
the idea of, negotiation usually do 
qualify it. e did not say; “Agree 
with thine adversary only when thou 
art quite certain thou hast got the 
better of him and art in a favourable 
position to dictate terms.” Nor did 
he say: “Agree with thine adversar 
only if he is a pleasant, tolerable ad. 
versary, who is prepared to come half, 
way to meet thee.” 


Actually, of course, we know that an ad- 
versary of this kind would not be a military 
adversary at all; he would merely be a pol- 
itical opponent whom we were prepared to 
argue with, but not to destroy. Anyone, how- 
ever clumsy, can agree quickly with an nd- 
versary of this reasonable type. But once 
we have an adversary in the military sense, 
he must always be presented aa the devil 
incarnate, or our kindly peace-loving people 
would never be persuaded to fight him. In 
the last war, the Kaiser—whom we now re- 
gard as a well-mannered old gentleman com- 
pared with Hitler—was an arch-criminal 
whose execution actually became, in 1918, 
serious political proposition. 


My conscious memory docs not go back to 
the Boer War, when among our opponents 
were Louis Botha and our now highly re- 
spectable friend General Smuts, but it is on 
record that Charles Swinburne—who was cap- 
able of such poems as Super Flum!na_ Baby- 
lonis and Watchman, what of the night?— 
described the Boerg as ‘dogs agape with jaws 
aflame’, and their wives and children as 
“whelps and dams of murderous foes.” 


TWO-SIDED CONCESSIONS 


It is never easy to agree with our adversary 
in, the way. because {t is obvious that in these 
circumstances agreement will not be reached 
unless we are prepared to make concessions 
in return for those we exact. We can hardly 
expect Hitler to concede the restoration of 
Poland, Bohemia, and his other conquests, . 
unless we are ready at least to discuss such 
questions as our mastery of the scas, our 
economic monopolies, the Ottawa agreements, 
and our control ef vital centres of world 
communications. 


NEWS 


The Stone of Stumbling 


being consistent and honest. Even 
when the gods acquired moral attri- 
butes, they were not of a transcenden- 
tal quality; they did not reveal a new 
and a higher code—a spiritual dis- 
covery for the conduct of life; even at 
his very best the god was merely like 
a just and wise ruler with higher 
powers for the administration of jus- 
tice and with wider knowledge. 

But the case was very different 
when Christ revealed God to his fol- 


By LAURENCE HOUSMAN 


gradually, by slow degrees, to his own 
notion of something higher—moral 
power, justice, truth, righteousness, 
and at last even mercy and forgive- 
ness—but not by any means uncon- 
ditional mercy and forgiveness; and 
governed by those conceptions we get 
a long series of anthropomorphic reli- 
gions on a gradually ascending moral 
scale, generally religions of observance, 
of ritual and sacrifice, faithful fulfil- 
ment of which satisfied the god’s re- 
quirements. 


But all those religions were racial 
and nationalistic, and were used to 
bolster up race against race and 
nation against nation; and in doing so 
they were perfectly honest, because the 
conception of God as the universal 
Father had not then entered men’s 
heads; still less the idea that God was 
Love, and that nothing but Love could 
rightly express him in man’s dealings 
with man. Religion, like its god, was 
still sectional and divided. There was 
no moral conflict between law and re- 
Ngion, as there often 1s today. 


Only here and there, in the most ad- 
vanced forms of religion—in the 
Hebrew prophets, and in men like 
Socrates—did any problems of con- 
scientious objection’ arise—when con- 
science claimed to stand above law, 
and loyalty to God to come before 
loyalty to the State. 


* 


Al those religions of observance, 

therefore, with their limited con- 
ceptions of a god, racial or tribal, hav- 
ing a moral outfit as limited as that 
of his worshippers, had no difficulty in 


Drawing by F. Howard Lewis 


It is by no Heaven-born and unchallenge- 


able right of virtue that the British Empire | 


controls the world’s oceans and monopolizes 
certain of its markets—though many liberal- 
minded people will not even start toa discuss 
negotiation except on the supposition that the 
British people must retain these advantages 
in perpetuity. Sometimes I feel that the chief 
and most urgent task of the pacifist movement 
is to challenge and eliminate certain rooted 
assumptions upon which the political think- 
ing of our whole people is consciously or 
sub-consciously based. 


Let us then begin our Christmas examin- 
ation of the un-Christmaslike spirit at large 
in the world today by osking—as at least one 
leading churchman at St. Paul's Cathedral 
has evidently begun to ask—just what the 
cost of peace-making must be. 


Once we have broken down the stone-wall 
assumptions of righteous advantages which 
barricade the roads to constructive thought, 
and begin to ask where we—uas citizens of 
England and would-be peacemakers—have 
failed and what we can concede, we are en- 
titled without hypocrisy to number ourselves 
among the humble followers of the Child 
whose birth at Bethlehem compels recollec- 
tion, even by the sinful and warring world 
which repudiates his teaching and betrays 
his name. 


lowers as the universal Father, making 
all men brothers, and calling upon 
them to be as impartial in their bene- 
fxctions, to good and evil alike, as sun 
and rain; when he said that God is a 
spirit, and those that worship him 
must worship him in that same spirit, 
not with outward observance but with 
inward truth. 

Christ said he had come to fulfil an 
imperishable law, a law that could not 
be changed; fulfilment being necessary 
hecause its presentation had hitherto 
been imperfect. It had been given 
wrong conditions, wrong matérials to 
work on. But the law was there, ob- 
scurely seen, misunderstood, waiting to 
be rightly applied. 

What was that law? We get it from 
Christ in a single saying: “ Whatsoever 
ye would that men should do unto you, 
even so do unto them; for this is the 
law and the prophets.” 


* 


A LL down the ages that law, per- 

versely misinterpreted, had been 
true; it is true still; we see it ex- 
pressed racially, nationally, socially 
Mans reaction to it has darkened all 
history. What he does to his fellow 


man, his fellow man does in return: 
tyranny, rivalry, jealousy, suspicion, 
violence, cruelty—set going, they all 


produce their like; when the other man 
gets his chance, he pays it back in like 
coin. Vengeance and retaliation have 
been accepted as the best and most 
practical way of righting wrong; and 
they have failed. 

War has not taught men to cease 
from war; it has grown more huge 
and more horrible in scale. Jealous 
rivalry in trade and commerce has not 
added to the real wealth of the nations, 
it has set up impoverishing barriers. 
Tyranny has not brought order, or 
contentment, to the tyrannized; violent 
revolution has cast out tyranny only to 
set up tyranny in a new form. 

Social neglect and indifference pro- 
duce criminals—men who quite natur- 
ally neglect and are indifferent to that 
social order which has not given them 
a fair deal. Yet, when our criminal 
code has been made more humane, 
justice more considerate of causes, 
prisons less stupid and cruel in their 
anti-social regulations, - better results 
have always followed; there has always 
been, in response, not an increase but 
a diminution of crime. 

| * 

ESTED out with patience and 

good will, human nature does react 

in lke kind to the treatment it re- 
ceives. But no social system has ever 
yet had the spiritual courage to mete 
out to the human problem in its midst 
—~and still less any nation to fellow 
nation—that treatment which Christ 
laid down as the key for the solution 
here and now of the ills of human 
society. 

Yet when Christianity was young the 
thing was done, and Christianity sur- 
vived and won through, having the 
faith and courage to face, for the 
demonstration of its truth, pain and 
persecution and death. 

For when one asserts the truth of 
that law of man’s being, that like will 
| produce like—even to Christlikeness—it 
'4s not to say that it wins through 
without trial and suffering. And as 
there have been countless cases of in- 
dividuals who have risen superior to 
man’s vengeful and retaliatory expres- 
sion of that law, so there have been as 
many—or perhans more—rulers, 
authorities, governments, who have not 
responded to its more spiritual expres- 
sion; and they have put the righteous 
and the unresisting to cruel death. 

Yet, when the matter was so trled 
out between the secular power of Rome 
and the early Christians, it was the 
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Christians who won; while they 
suffered, they made more converts to 
their witness for the truth than Rome 
made martyrs. 


* 


ND had the Church not allowed 

herself to be institutionalized and 
made the ally and servant of Caesar, 
her witness to that truth might have 
remained unstained, undimmed, and 
‘might long since have brought God’s 
kingdom to earth. 

But she compromised, and thereafter 
Christianity became a different thing, 
divided in allegiance between God and 
Caesar, and, as time went on, accepted 
more and more, as a matter of course. 
Caesar’s remedies for ill; and these 
were not Christ's. 

Because that acceptance was sanc- 
tioned by the Church herself, men’s 
consciences became dulled, and they 
did not realize—they still do not 
realize—that in spite of all their wor- 
ship and devotion and reverence for 
the person of Christ, the Christian 
ethic has been lost. Called by Christ 
for the fulfilment of the law and the 
prophets to put their faith in a right 
use of human nature, they rejected the 
call, and have gone on rejecting it to 
this day. 

That is the stone which the builders 
refused, and which, if Christianity is 
ever to live again and become real, 
must be brought back to its right place 
and become the headstone of the 
corner, 


What Is Pacifism ? 


| YUNUE following definitions have been 
ML brought to our attention. 


Socialism—If you have two cows, Jou give 
one to your neighbour. 

_Communism—If you have two cows, 
give them to the Government and the 
ernment then gives you some milk. 

Fascism—If you have two cows, you keep 
the cows and give the milk ta the Govern- 
mene then the Government sells you some 
milk. 

New Dealism—If you have two cowa, you 
shoot one and milk the other; then you pour 
the milk down the drain. 

Nazism—If you have twa cowa, the Govern- 
ment shoots you and keeps the cows. 

Capitalism—If you have twa cowa, you sel) 
one and buy a bull. 

_Entries are invited for a competi- 
tion—without prizes!—for the best 


definition, on these lines, of Pacifism. 


BRIDGING A GULF 


To the Editor of Peace News 


oe Cielets are generally agreed 
: that among the most urgent and 
immediate tasks which face us is that 
of placing victimized COs in employ- 
ment, or otherwise enabling them to 
obtain a living. 


In this respect the Pacifist Service Bureau 
has excellent intentions, but has failed to do 
all that it might, particularly in the matter 
of placing townsmen in agricultural occupa- 
tions, ‘ 

There is a wide gulf between urban and 
rural ways of life, of thought and outlook: 
and this gulf cannot possibly be bridged— 
even with unlimited goodwill—by a bur- 
eau consisting of correspondence clerks. Such 
work can only be done by nersonal contact. 
and it is here that PPU groups in rural areas 
can help. It is necessary not only to contact 
farmers and other prospective emplayers; but 
also to help the applicant for employment 
to “find his feet'’ by explaining to him thase 
subtle peculiarities of country life and 
thought which, unexplained, would torment 
him and drive him back to the town. 

However vague this letter may appear, it 
will be readily understood by most paciflat 
country-dwellers. Will al] those who read it 
please do what they can ta supplement 
work of the PSB by providing the contact 
between rural employers and the strangers in 


their midst 7? 

CLARENCE FRY 
Secretary, Cirencester PPU Group 
Swindon. 
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THE 
CHRISTHOOD 
OF MAN 


T Christmas the Christian 
Church celebrates the In- 
carnation of God. But in 
its rejoicing at this signal 

mark of the divine love, it too 
readily forgets that the Incarn- 
ation is also a tribute to the 
‘status of humanity. The marvel 
of the Incarnation is not so 


much that.God became man, as 
that God could become man. The 
process of creation had reached a 
stage at which fellowship was possi- 
ble between creature and creator, and 
the True Light, as Saint John calls 
Christ, was the light that already 
lighted every man. 

Many will be found to profess their 
belief in the Jove of God and in the 
divinity and manhood of Christ, but 
only a few will include in their creed 
a faith in the Christhood of man. And 
yet it is just the neglect of this faith 
that has caused the Christian religion 
as it is practised in Europe, to become 
the desiccated and shrivelled thing it 
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CAROL. 


John S. Devonne. 


1 UZISE men and Kings in days of old 
“* Their way to Bethlehem made; 
And gifts of frankincense and gold 
Before the Christ they laid. 


The Betblebemites. 


Music by EDRED BOOTH, F.R.C.O., L.R.A.M. 


Copyright 


3 And what forbids each place on earth 
To be a Bethlehem, 
All mon to hail efresh His birth 
Which means so much to them ? 


2 They found Him midst the lowliest things 4 For since His birth, as ne'or before 


Bereft of all His might, 
And hailed Hiin as the King of Kings, 
The Lord of life and light. 


Men know that God ig Love; 
And share both joy and trouble sore 
With Hiin in heaven above. 


John S. Devonne is the nom de plume of a reader to 


is, for our conception of God cannot! __ z. - 


be detached from, or held in opposi- 
tion to, our attitude toward man. 


Man’s treatment of man is the 
criterion by which the truth of his 
conception of God is judged; to act 
toward our fellows in any way but 
that of love is in effect to deny the 
love of God, for love to God and love 
to man through Christ are one and 
indivisible. 


Identification 


This belief in the Christhood of 
man is an essential part of the Chris- 
tian faith. It is not a fantastic or 
sentimental whimsy; it is fundament- 
al to the teaching of Christ himself. 
His attitude to humanity was one 
of self-identification. So exquisite 
and intense was his sympathy that 
he could feel as his own the tender- 
ness and simplicity and wonder and 
helplessness of every child, as if they 
were all part of himself. ‘“Whoso shall 
receive one such little child in my 
name receiveth me.” 

But his sympathy was not confined 
to children, or even to his disciples. 
It went out in complete self-indentifi- 
cation to all, even the least of his 
brethren. He felt the hunger of the 
starving as if it were his own hun- 
ger, the loneliness of the stranger as 
if it were his own loneliness, the mis- 
ery of the sick as if he himself were 
fevered and companionless, the cap- 
tivity of the prisoner as if he himself 
were shut owt from the blue sky and 
the fresh wind and the kindly fellow- 
ship of human beings. 


It may be put even more strongly. 
To give food to a starving man is to 
appease the pangs of Christ himself. 
To say a friendly word to a stranger 
is to comfort Chrisé’s loneliness. The 
hungry man is Christ; the lonely man 
is Christ; every man is Christ. 


The Christian’s love for his fellows 
therefore is not prompted by a vague 
benevolence; it is his response to this 
fact that every man shares with 
Christ the glory _and mystery of 
God’s creation. He knows that in 
every human being Christ lives; to 
persecute his fellow is to weave an- 
other crown of thorns; to destroy him 
is to crucify Christ afresh. 

This is the truth about the Inearn- 
ation that the Church has been so 
reluctant to learn. Man is a sharer 
in the divine nature. The Christhood 
of man is a baste reality: it is a faith 
that we must recover or perish. 


Freedom 
a aaa 


an undertone to the pr 
ele many can detect titer ccak 
humanity for freedom; for relief trom 
its age-long exploitation by employer, 
dictator, and priest; perhaps most 
fundamentally of all, for release from 
its obscene exPloitation by war. It 
is a ery that will grow in depth and 
intensity, bUt Man's distress will not 
be assuaged Until he learns where to 
direct his "ative loyalties. By his 


very constitution he can find no satis- 
faction in any object lower than 
God. His very Christhoed denies him 
any other resting place. 

To acknowledge the Christhood of 
man is the first step toward man’s 
emancipation, for the service of God 
is his perfect freedom. It is the start- 
ing point for a revolutionary, in 
place of a reactionary, Christianity. 
It supplies both motive and momen- 
tum for our faith, and it gives revo- 
lution the direction and guidance it 
requires. 

Here is the compelling inspiration 
that the Christian world needs. If 
it could really believe, as Christ did, 
in the Christhood of man, no Christian 
government could ever think of deny- 
ing essential rights to human beings 
on the ground of their race, or class, 
or religion, or culture. 

How differently a Christian govern- 
ment would deal with its outcasts, if 
it knew for a fact that in them Christ 
was suffering! How readily, as a ser- 


vice to Christ, would - everyone in 
possession of Power, political or 
economic, accept his responsibility 


and acknowledge his service to man 
as a service to God! How swiftly 
would swords be turned into plow- 
shares! 


Voices 


In times of peace we give little 
attention to the noises and din of 
traffic and chaffering, but in war all 
our senses are on the alert, and the 
faintest vibration may be significant. 
So perhaps even through the concuss- 
ions of bombs and shells we shall be 
able to catch the tone of those voices 
that would lead us back to the truth 
we have forgotten. 

Once again we may hear the voice 


INDIGNATION 
WITHIN US? 


READING the story of the woman 

who brought ointment with which 
to anoint Jesus I was struck by this 
saying—“they had indignation within 
themselves.” 


There are people whose very a: athizin, 
with others is really a “back-hander” at cone 
body else, and this kind of solicitude carries 
little balm for healing the sores of mankind. 
The righteous anger of a loving person may 
possess more balm than the very sympathy of 
the angry righteous. 


Is there not a danger that some of us paci- 
fists may get into the habit—or the attitude 
of mind—of “having indignation within our- 
selves?’?  Y know there is for myself. As 
we see the lost opportunities for making 
Peace, the hatred and desire for reprisals 
mounting in intensity—as we realize the sheer 
futility of war (and know that we are right!) 
we are tempted to sullen desperation or o 
constant sense of moral indignation. 
pp in either of these attitudes lies the 
“tendes™ of our pacifism. Let us keep 
sense of hepony means in our power, by a 
all by qurnour, by service for all, and above 

yn ulising that we also “are in the same 


condemnation.” 
MARY BARR. 


whom we are indebted for this carol. 


of Christ, “Inasmuch as ye did it un- 
to one of these my brethren, even 
these least, ye did it unto me”, and 
the utterance will be sharpened by 
those other voices that accompany 
his. We may hear Turgeniev telling 
us: 


I saw myself, a youth, almost a boy, in 
a low-pitched wooden church. The slim 
wax candles gleamed, synots of red before 
the old pictures of the saints. There atood 
before me many people, all fair-haired peas- 
ant heads. From time to time they began 
swaying, falling, rising ugain, like the ripe 
ears of wheat when the wind in summer 
passes over them. All at once a man 
came up from behind and stood beside me. 

I did not turn toward him, but I felt 
that the man was Christ. Emotion, curios- 
ity, awe, overmastered me; I made an effort 
and looked at my neighbour. A face like 
everyone's, a face like al] men’s faces. The 
eyes looked a little uoward, quietly and in- 
tently; the lips closed, not compressed; the 
upper lip as it were resting on the other; 
a small beard parted in two; the handa 
folded and still; and the clothes on him 
like everyone's. 


“What sort of Christ ia thia? I thought. 
“Such an ordinary, ordinary man. It ean- 
not be.” JI turned away, but I had hardly 
turned my eyes from thia ordinary man 
when I felt again that it was really none 
other than Christ standing beside me. Sud- 
denly my heart sank and I came to myself. 
Only then I realized that just such a face 
is the face of Christ; a face like all men's 
faces. 


And we may hear the song of 
William Blake: 
To Mercy, Pity, Peace. and Love 


All pray in their distress, d 
And to these virtues of delight 


By Return their thankfulness. 


For Mercy, Pity, Peace, and Love 
Ia God our Father dear; 

And Mercy, Pity, Peace, and Love 
Is Man, hia child and care. 


For Mercy has a human heart, 
Pity, » human face, 

And Love, the human form divine, 
And Peace, the human dress. 


Then every man, of every clime, 
That prays in his distress, 
Praya to the human form divine, 
Love, Mercy, Pity, Peace. 


And all muat love the human form 
In heathen, Turk or Jew; 
Where Mercy, Love, and Pity dwel} 
There God is dwelling too. 


It is not only to God that he prays, | 


but to the Christ in eyery man. 

To Christ the perfect man and the 
incarnate God we shall give our ador- 
ation and worship; and, if these voic- 
es have any meaning for us, we shall 
give to the Christ in every man our 
love and our reverence, for Christ’s 
sake and as to Christ. 


J. Connor 


Will Taxpayers Please Note?—Asked the 
Dnily Mall, reporting recently a weekly 
‘‘ ordinary "’ expenditure by this country that 
constituted a new record. It was for the first 
week of December, when the ‘‘ ordinary expen- 
diture '' (consisting mainly of the Supply Ser- 
vices and the interest on the National Debt) 
reached a total of £110,174,337. Total 
* ordinary ’’ revenue amounted to £23,724,340, 
income tax showing an increase of a million 
pounds over the prevtous week. Other issues 
than ordinary issues raised £86,732,000. The 
revenue deficit for the financial year to date 
had increased, in 12 months. from $554, 628,000 
to £1,749,607,000. . 


Ghristmas 


POSTPONED 


By Mary Gamble 


HRISTMAS postponed!” 

Just before blackout time 

in London a few weeks 
ago I saw that announcement on 
a newsvendor’s slate. I did not 
stop to buy a paper, so I imagine 
‘it must have referred to the 
Christmas holiday. 


But, as I hurried past, I wondered if 
the little man, shivering in the raw 
evening mist, was aware of the colossal 
truth he had scribbled on his slate. 
Surely the Festival of Peace must he 
indefinitely postponed by a world at 
war. 


We cannot go with the Magi to the 
Manger at Bethlehem and take as our 
offering bombs and land-mines and 
shells. We cannot go with the shep- 
herds and worship the Babe when our 
hands are stained with the murder of 
babies. We cannot kneel with Mary 

/and Joseph in the stable of the little 
inn and do reverence to new life when 
death is master of the world. 


eae 


| And yet Christmas is to be cele- 

| brated. For we read that there will 
be fairy lights in the tubes, and plum 
puddings and carols in the shelters; 
and I have no doubt that enterprising 
shelter marshals will dress up as Santa 

| Claus, and “Hark the Herald Angels . 

| Sing” will drown the “music” of the 

| guna. 

And as the planes, on their errand of 
death, zoom over London and Berlin, 
Hamburg and Southampton, the chil- 
dren of England and Germany will 
hang up their stockings in the reeking 
atmosphere and pray that, in spite of 
the purchase tax, Father Christmas 
will fill them. 


| Christmas in the Shelters! The 
| papers will be full of it. It can be 
nothing but a mockery; and yet I 


know that if I had to spend Christmas 
night in a shelter, and if I had a child, 
I too should want to fill his stocking. 


roe 


It is a mockery to attempt to cele- 
| brate the Festival of Home while 
| homes are -being destroyed in nearly 

all the great cities of Europe. 


If we as a nation were really willing 
to act in the spirit of Christmas we 
' should show our readiness to declare 
| an armistice and discuss the terms of 
: peace. There is not the remotest chance 
of that happening. 


I believe the organized celebration 
of Christmas by a Government that is 
waging war to be indeed a mockery; 
but I also know that the spirit of 
Christmas will be in the hearts of 
ordinary men and women and that it 
will find expression in deeds of good- 
ness and mercy and kindness and love. 
In that unquenchable spirit les hope. 


ba 


So perhaps, after all, it was only a 
half truth which my newsvendor 
chalked on his slate. The hypocritical 
| celebration of an event which is tho 
very negation of war ts abhorrent, but 
; the coming of the spirit of peace into 
| the hearts of men and women cannot 
| be postponed. 


| 


Only by worshipping the Babe in our 
| hearts will the horror of bombed 
babies be brought home. Only by 
reverencing new life can we sow the 
| seeds of {t in the midst of death. 


Thero was no room for the Child in 
the inn in Bethlehem. There igs no room 
for the child in London and Berlin 

| today. Children are better evacuated 
| if they remain they become homeleas 
waifs playing around heaps of rubble 

As in the stillness of the frosty 
night two thousand years ago comfort 
and warmth were found in a fumble 
stable, so it is in the hearts of simple 
| men and women today that I believe 
| peace will be born. 
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lf PEACE NEWS |. 
Is New To You 


we hope you will like it. In these 
pages week by week you will get a 
point of view which you can get in 
no other paper. 


TO GET 
PEACE NEWS 
REGULARLY 


write to us, either for the name of 
your nearest local supplier, who will 
be glad to arrange for its delivery, 
or enclosing a subscription (rates 
on this page) for the paper to be 
posted’ direct each week. 


BETTER THAN 
CHRISTMAS CARDS 


AM not sending out any. 
Christmas cards this year. 
Quite apart from the cost, which 


PEACE 
Commentary 


Lord Lothian 


NEWS 
Edited by “Observer” 


:: Morrison on 


Enemies of the State 


Peace 


AM sorry that Lord Lothian is 
| eae In July 1939, three weeks 
or so before he went to New York 
as Ambassador, I spent a day with 
him, trying in vain to convince him 


| that the major cause of the coming 


war was the inherent incapacity of 
the present national and international 
organization of society to admit any 
solution of the problem of unemploy- 
ment except by war-preparation. The 
attempt seemed worth while because 
he had boldly advocated the necessity 


of limiting national sovereignty. 
He listened to me courteously and 
| patiently; but I had the despairing 


is prohibitive, it seems an emp- | feeling that my whole outlook was 


| alien to him. At the end of our dis- 
ty gesture. : a P {cussion he said that, in his opinion, 
Very few are arriving either,’ the basic realities of history were not 


which means that others share the 
same idea. Thousands of people are 
homeless or living in other people’s 
homes, and perhaps for the first time 
many will be sharing the festival 
with strangers. 

I had a letter last week offering a 
home for a tired pacifist to share 


with the writer the quiet and peace! 


of a country place. In spite of the 
horrors of destruction and the mis- 
ery of so many lives, there is, I be- 
lieve, much more good will abound- 
ing this Christmas than ever before. 
The positive goodness that is being 
shown to so many suffering people is 
proof that human beings are basic- 
ally kind. 

Sending a Christmas card, like giv- 
ing a penny to a blind beggar, is an 
easy way to 
science. 
more friendship and perhaps a stimu- 
lus to the sympathetic side of human 
nature which is so desperately need- 
ed. 


“FEED THE STARVING” 


I am simple enough to believe that 
Christ meant what he said when he 
commanded his disciples to feed the 
starving and to clothe the naked, This 
Christmas will see many people do- 
ing this out of the goodness of their 
hearts, and surely it is only one more 
step to loving your enemies. “I find 
it harder to Jove mv friends whom I 
know than the enemies [! do not 
know.” ; 

Christmas will be a difficult time 
to endure this vear. There is so little 
to be merry about and food and money 
will be scarce; and vet we shall cease 
to be human if we do not wish each 
other a happy Christmas. Whatever 
others may do, I wish all my friends 
in the Groups a very happy Christ- 
mas, and I believe that inasmuch as 
we share it with others we shall have 
that wish granted. 


John Barclay 
PEACE NEWS 
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Neither the Peace Pledge Union nor Peace 
News itself is necessarily committed to views 
expressed in the articles we publish. (Still 
leas does the acceptance of advertisements 
imply endorsement of any views expressed or 


implied therein or PPU connection with the 


are my jshould address the German and Ital- 


matter advertised.) Contributions 
comed, though no payment is made. 
should be typewritten, 


salve the social con-| 
Fewer cards will mean much | 


if possible, and one 


| economic but racial, such as the eter- 


nal conflict between Teuton and Slav; 
and he seemed not to understand me 
at all when I replied that I did not 
assert, because I did not believe, that 
the basic realities of history had al- 
ways been economic, but that they 
had become so with the advent- of 
urfiversal power-production. 

Nevertheless, though I failed to 
persuade him, I liked him as a man. 
I felt that he had a high sense of 
duty—‘noblesse oblige”; and I think 
that in any peace-settlement he 
would have been on the side of the 
angels. 


Pure Nazism 


M R. Herbert Morrison’s defence of 
"the Government treatment of 
| suspected “fifth columnists” in the 
Commons on Dec. 11 contained some 
alarming statements. 

He compared those who objected to 
Fascists being imprisoned indefinite- 
lly without trial to the Weimar Gov- 
‘ernment, “which respected very fully 
| the principles which were now being 
| urged in the House”—the fundamen- 
| tal principle of British freedom: no 
‘imprisonment without being brought 
to open trial on a definite charge. He 
‘then went on to say that if he had 
| been running the German Government 
‘at the time when Hitler was impri- 
‘gsoned for the Munich putsch, “ that 
/ man would never have got out of pri- 
json and he would never have surviv- 
ed. He was an enemy of the State 
and he ought to have been shot.” 

There is no mistake about that. It 
is pure Nazism, as Mr. Beverley Bax- 
ter—of all people!—pointed out. Pro- 
bably, Mr. Morrison considers that it 
/?8 pure Socialism. It may be the 
| Socialism of his particular brand, n- 
fected by the ideology of state-wor- 
ship and terrorism. But that only 
shows how incompatible Myr. Morris- 
on’s kind of Socialism fs with the 
‘vital principles of the democracy he 
| claims to be defending. A British 
Home Secretary who proclaims it as 
a maxim of government that “enemies 
iof the State ought to be shot’ with- 
‘out legal trial, is himself an enemy 
of the British State, and ought to be 
—forgiven? 


Impossible as a Condition 


| 
| ({OMMANDER King-Hall is one of 
~ the many representatives of pro- 
{ gressive opinion who have been shock- 
ed by Sir Robert Vansittart’s recent 
{broadeasts, which he regards as per- 
fectly adapted to the purpose of 
‘strengthening German resistance. He 
would like to weaken that resistance, 
and he suggests that the Government 


ian peoples to the effect that, if they 


side only of the papcr should be_used. They jcollaborate with Britain in overthrow- 
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stamped 
nor can we 
undertake to acknowledge all correspondence 


ing the Nazi and Fascist regimes, 
“no attempt will be made by us to 
‘prevent them from occupying that 
position in a free Europe to which 
they are entitled, and which they will 
thave to occupy if they are to collabor- 
late as equals in the task of recon- 
istruction and organization of peace” 
i(Times, Dee. 13). 


* 
‘ 


Unfortunately—and this is the fat- 
al defect of ail progressive war-aims 


Aims 


coupled with the overthrow of Hitler 
-_the Germans have had some. What 
did it profit them to overthrow the 
Hohenzollern in 1918, and trust the 
promises of justice and equal treat- 
ment? You cannot expect a great 
nation to walk into the same trap 
twice in a generation. 


We say we cannot trust Hitler; we 
forget that the Germans cannot trust 
us. Any proclamation of idealistic 
peace-aims which is made dependent 
on the overthrow of the Nazi regime 
is therefore worse that useless to the 
cause of peace. 


Northampton By-Election 


NO better testimony to the impress- 


ion made on thoughtful people: 


by Stanley Seamark’s candidature at 
Northampton could be found than the 
following paragraph from “A London 
pints in The New Statesman (Dec. 


The Northampton by-election more nearly 
eonformed to the original theory of democracy 
than any other I have known. No advertis- 
ing. no appeal to the interests of the elect- 
ors, no shouting. 

Mr. Seamark, the butcher pacifist, seems 
to be simple and sincere; he has seen the 
light and felt it his duty not to hide it be- 
neath a bushel. His election address  con- 
tnined no politics excent those that followed 
from his interpretation of Jesus Christ. In 
hia circulated address, he referred, I under- 
stand, to Coventry and the evils of bombing, 


and counter-bombing, but relied on a simple : 


appeal to Christian principle. On polling day 
he served as usual in hia shop. In spite of 
(or because of ?) having no campaign he re- 


ceived over 2 thousand votea in a town which | 


has had no bombs and which has not done at 
all badly since the war—rather a remarkable 
result. There is a strong Noncomformist 
tradition in Northampton; it is amazing how 
the influence of an independent and striking 
character like Bradlaugh perpetuates itself 
through several generations. 


This anti-war opposition was not one that 
the Communists could support. and they had 
instructions not to vote for Mr. Seamark. His 
vote must be considered the honest-to-God 
support of # small minority which thinks 
little about the complications of politics; it 
is apparently larger than the left-wing anti- 
war group which scored less votes in, an ijn- 


dustrial area when the candidate wax Harry | 


Pollitt! 


W.R.E. Memorial 


to 
George Lansbury 


HE War Resisters’ International, | 


of which George Lansbury was 
the Chairman, is collecting funds for 
« memorial to him. 


This is to take the form of a farm 
where conscientious objectors are to 
be trained, for work on the land, and 
where it is hoped to form a perman- 


ent community when days of peace | 


ee The sum of £10,000 is requir- 
ed. 
The WRI, which by thia meana would give 


help to many in this country, m already aid- 
ing those nationalitiea. Refugees 
from Germany, Austria, Czechoslovakia, Pol- 
and, Belgium. Holland, France Finland, and 
Italy are asnisted, and the Spanish children 
who were cared for in a home in the Pyren- 
ees are now all provided for. Many refugees 
also have heen helped to emigrate to the New 


World. 


The address of the International 
Abbey Road, Enfield, Middlesex. 
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ACCOMMODATION 

PACIFIST FAMILY (3) desire full or part 
boarder (male); reasonable terms. Write C. 
W. Bishop, 383 Rectory Lane, Wallington. 
Surrey. 

TO LET, 2 unfurnished rooms and kitchen- 
1ette. Catford, 160 Muswell Hill Rd., N.10. 
Tudor 1361. 

TOLERANT COUPLE or 2 friends invited 
fo make home with nurse, small comfortable 
bungalow, possibly taka over temporarily 
later; husband CO seeking land work. Bara- 
clough, 134 Roding Lane, Woodford Green. 
Essex. 

EDUCATIONAL 
| LEARN to write and speak for peace and 
human brotherhood, harnessing artistic, imag- 
inative, intuitive, and intellectual gifta, corres- 
pondence lessons 5s. each—Dorathy Matthews. 

B.A., 32 Primrose Hill Road, London, N.W.3. 

TUITION at  Kidatone Co-ed School. 

Thoralby, Yorks, is related to a belief that 
| potent living is essentially n matter of learn- 
ing in &@ peculiarly sincere way; the Co- 
Principals invite inquiries at Croft House 
Buttermere, Cumberland. 


LAND & COMMUNITY 
C€.0.. 21, ex-nolice constable, conditionally 
exempt, requires land work: wife trained 
ete nurse. Smith. 49 St. Kilda’s Rd.. 


SOMERSET Pacifist Community requires 
electric washer cheap or as gift: voltage 230 
A.C. Box 616, Peace News, 3 Blackstock Rd., 


N.4. 
SITUATIONS VACANT 

ROUNDSMAN for Boot Repairs; good clasa 
work and conditions; waxes and commission 
30s. p.w. to start; could be doubled in 3 
months; round at present takes only half day; 
applicant should be prepared to assist in shop; 
useless to apply unless prepured for perman- 
ency. Benchman also required: B.O0.T. rate and 
bonus; outer London, West Side. Box 615 
| Pence News, 3, Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


SITUATIONS & WORK WANTED 
C.0.. WOODWORK TEACHER (26) re 
| quires teaching, cabinet-making or carpentry, 


' Jan. 1; can drive car; East Anglia preferred. 
Tricker, 13 York Rd., Sudbury, Suffolk. 
_C.0."s WIFE (Friend) (27) requires posi- 
tion Housekeeper, Vegetarian-Cook (assist 
secretarial}, country district. Brinham, Sun- 
lea Crescent, Pontypool. 

Cul DOWN your printing costs;~ business, 
club, seneral printing; lowest quutations; PPU 
member. Gait Printer, Shipley. 

ELECTRICAL ENGINEER, Christian Paei- 
fist, uge 26, specialized electricity meter test- 
ing, wishes to change job, owing to present 
firm now on war work; experienced, stand- 
ardization, certification. and general testroom 


Management; seeks position in meter test- 
room. 
PACIFIST. 21. conditionatly exempt, re- 


quires suitable employment; secretarial, book- 


keeping, drawing office experience; social 
work preferred. B. Harrison, 32 Richmond 
Rd., Leytonstone, E.11. 


WHERE TO STAY 


DERBYSHIRE HILLS: Food Reform: Veg- 
etarian Guest House; alt. 600ft: for happy 
holiday or restful recuperation: central 
heating. h. and c. water in bedrooms. A. and 
K. S. Ludlow, The Briars, Crich, Matlock. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


BIRMINGHAM'S Dick Sheppard House still 
stands! Onen 10.30 till dusk daily; P.N,. 
Adelphi, Now, Peace Commentary, Christian 
Pacifist, C.0.’s Hansard, Tribunal, etc. taken; 
lutezt pacifist literature stocked or obtained 
to order. 386 Holloway, Head, Birmingham 1. 

CYCLES: Britain’s best at £6 15s,. carriage 
paid; every necessary accessory; even to cyclo- 
meter. Made bv over 40 years’ established 
Harris Cycle Ca., Coventry. 

FAMOUS South American health tea, Yerba 
Mate. wonderfully sustaining and invigorating; 
use us ordinary tea; 2s. 6d. Ib. post free. 
| Yerba Mate Co., Stockport. 

MISS J. D. WALLINGTON 
Helen Whiticom), 


(and Mrs. 
health practitioner, osteo- 
path, bone-setter, treata all conditions of il!- 
| health by natura} ethods; consultations by 
) appointment. 12 Ashley Place. S.W.1.  (Vie- 
| toria 0131), and 2 Norton Way North, Letch- 
worth. 
QUAKERISM. 


literature 
reapecting the Faith and Practice of the Re- 
ligioua Society of Friends, free on application 
to the Friends’ Home Service Committee. 
Friends House, Euston Road. London, N.W.1. 

THEOSOPHICAI, SOCIETY, 50 Gloucester 
Place, W.1. (near Baker St.,); Sunday, Dec- 
ember 29, at 3 nm; “‘Brotherhood—The Basia 
of Peace’’; Mr. Christopher Gale; free to all; 
discussion. 


Information snd 


TRUE COMMUNITY is the theme of this review 


Mr. Chamberlain and the Devil: 
of Living: 


Send 5d. stamps NOW to 50, Langley Way, West 


Wickham, Kent — or order at W. 


’ FORWARD MOVEMENT 


That Dreadful School! : 
Religion of Revolution: 


A New Way 
And MANY other Features in— 


NEW VISION_| 
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H. Smith’s 


PUBLIC MEETIN' 


PEACE AND GOODWILL - AND WHY NOT ? 


SPEAKERS 


ETHEL MANNIN 
DONALD SOPER 


MIDDLETON MURRY 
FENNER BROCKWAY 
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